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Background and Structure 
•  Six nodes: North; Atlantic 
Canada; Québec; Southern 
Ontario; Saskatchewan, Manitoba 
& Northern Ontario; British 
Columbia / Alberta 

•  National Hub: Co-Directors 
•  Ian MacPherson (UVic) 
•  Rupert Downing (2005-2008)���
   Mike Toye (2008-present) CCEDNet 



Activities 

•  350 researchers (60% university, 
40% social economy organisations) 

•  Over 400 
“products” 
•  Many students 
involved 
• Numerous 
conferences  



Three Final E-book Publications 
•   2005-2011: now winding down 
•   Joy Emmanuel and Matthew Thompson, 
Assembling Understandings: Perspectives 
of the Canadian Social Economy Research 
Partnerships, 2005-2011 
•   Peter Hall and Ian MacPherson (eds.), 
Community-University Research 
Partnerships: Reflections on the Canadian 
Social Economy 
•   Rupert Downing (Ed.), Canadian Public 
Policy and the Social Economy 



Main Research Topics 
From Emmanuel and Thompson 
•  Mapping 
•  Social enterprise 
•  Public policy 
•  Financing the social economy 
•  SE and Indigenous peoples 
•  SE and co-op studies  
•  Governance and Capacity 



C-U Partnerships: Key Issues 
  Governance (e.g., who decides which 

research projects?) 
  Networking (e.g., are they building on and/or 

building new networks?) 
  Definition of the sector (e.g., was the sector 

pre-defined?) 
  Content of research (e.g., what topics, how do 

new topics get included?) 
  Process (methods) of research (e.g., 

participatory content of actual research?) 
  Capacity-building (e.g., university capacity to 

reach out, student and community training) 
  Evaluation (e.g., who evaluates, when, to 

what effect?) 



Public Policy 

•  International 
comparative analysis 
•  Canadian policy 
recommendations 
•  KM papers on 
Governance, Financing 
and Procurement 



Public Policy 

• National Summit 
on a People-
Centred Economy 

• International 
Forum on the Social 
and Solidarity 
Economy 



Progress on the Ground 
•  Provincial tax credits in MB, PEI 
•  enp expanding across the country 
•  Task Force on Social Finance 
•  Co-op conferences and IYC 
•  BC Advisory Council partnerships 
•  NS economic dev action plan 
•  4th Canadian Conf Social Enterprise 
•  Ongoing research 



Prospects 
•  The social economy as a strategy for resiliency 
and a ‘stabilizing force’ for the economy 
•  Growing appetite for 
‘blended value’ 
•  The social economy as 
a mobilizing concept 
outside of Québec? 
•  Occupy Wall Street 
and growing inequality 



Final Webinars and Ebooks 

•  Community-University Partnerships 
•  November 25 

•  Thematic Analysis of CSERP Research 
•  November 29 

•  Public Policy and the Social Economy 
•  December 1 

All at 12pm Eastern (10am Yellowknife?) 
http://www.socialeconomyhub.ca/?q=node/3246 



Thank you! 

Michael Toye 
Executive Director 

Canadian Community Economic Development Network 
mtoye@ccednet-rcdec.ca 

http://www.socialeconomyhub.ca  

http://www.ccednet-rcdec.ca 


